
Goolwa to Farwell Boats on Historic Voyage 
 
A flotilla of Paddle steamers and river vessels will be departing Goolwa on Sunday the 10th of 
August as a part of a commemorative voyage to mark the 150th Anniversary of Captain Francis 
Cadell’s maiden voyage up river in 1853.  This journey departing on the 25th of March 1853 
indicated the commencement of shipping on the Murray River and the use of the river as a 
trading route. 
 
A series of events and activities are being planned to take place in each of the towns as the 
vessels make their way up river.  The events and festivities will culminate at Swan Hill on the 
17th of September.  Due to the water levels the vessels may however only be able to get to 
Mildura (see schedule below). 
 
A program of activities are being planned at Goolwa to farewell the paddle steamers.  There 
will be a performance by a local theatre group “The Muddy River Players” a formal welcome 
and farewell by the Mayor of Alexandrina Council Kym McHugh and series of paddle steamers 
and river craft on display prior to their departure around 1pm. 
 
The program for Goolwa will be as follows : 
 
Noon Mayor Kym McHugh to formally welcome guests and other members to the 

farewell ceremony. 
 
12:15pm RSL Vietnam Veterans will provide a BBQ lunch for a cost of $5 per  
 person 
 
12:45pm Muddy River Players will re-enact Governor Young’s Speech to Captain  
 Cadell and his Crew, followed by Captain Cadell’s response. 
 
12:55pm Official party to board the PS Lady Augusta or the PS Oscar W for 

journey to Clayton 
 
For more information on the GOOLWA activities please contact Signal Point on 8555 3488. 
 
 



 
 

SCHEDULE FOR 150th CELEBRATION CRUISE  
GOOLWA TO SWAN HILL. 

10 AUGUST TO 15 OCTOBER 2003. 
 
   6 GOOLWA  depart August 10 
  12 CLAYTON  arrive August 10 

depart August 11 Some vessels may choose to head  
straight to Wellington, others to Narrung or Milang. 

   MILANG   arrive August 11 
      depart August 13 
   NARRUNG  arrive August 13 
      depart August 14 
 76k 45m WELLINGTON  arrive August 14 
      depart August 16 
 112 60 MURRAY BRIDGE  arrive  August 16  
      depart August 17 
 150 97 MANNUM  arrive August 17  
      depart August 18 
 186 115 BOW HILL  arrive August 18  
   BIG BEND  arrive  August 18 
      depart August 19 
 274 171 BLANCHETOWN  arrive August 19  
      depart August 20 
 320 199 MORGAN  arrive August 20  
      depart August 22 
 382 238 WAIKERIE  arrive August 22  
      depart August 23 
 415 264 AKUNA   arrive August 23 
      depart August 25 
 451 281 MOOROOK  arrive August 25  
      depart August 26 
 489 304 LOXTON  arrive August 26  
      depart August 28 
 526 327 BERRI   arrive August 28  
      depart August 29 
 568 355 RENMARK  arrive August 29  
      depart August 31 
 610 382 CHOWILLA  arrive August 31 
      depart September 1 



 636 398 BORDER CLIFFS   arrive September 1  
      depart September 1 

NEAR HIGGINS CUTTING Arrive September 1  
Depart  September 2    

 827 517 WENTWORTH   arrive September 4  
      depart September 6  
 881 551 MILDURA  arrive September 6  
This may be the furthest we reach, however if there is any possibility of going further we will try. 
      depart September 8 
  697 EUSTON   arrive September 11  
      depart September 12 
  763 BOUNDARY BEND  arrive September 13  
      depart September 14 
  800 WAKOOL RIVER   arrive September 14 
      depart September 15  
  812 BITCH & PUPS   September 15 
  822 TOOLEYBUC   arrive September 15  
      depart September 16 
  845 NYAH   arrive September 16  
      depart September 17 
  875 SWAN HILL  arrive September 17 
Return Depart approx.  September 22. No fixed schedule. 


