Muraywatch (Friends of the River) Newsletter May 2007

Membership

Its that time of year again when we ask you to again continue your membership for the coming year, subscriptions remain at $5.00 and the monies raised allow us to maintain our signage, leaflets and emergency contact number.  All of the Lower Murray Councils have again sponsored us and we continue to enjoy good working relationships with all of the government departments we work with, together we can make a difference.

Committee

The committee has grown since last year, we now have representatives from the following organizations on Murraywatch: -

Coorong District Council

Mid Murray District Council

Alexandrina District Council

Rural City of Murray Bridge

Environmental Protection Agency

South Australian Police

Transport SA Marine Safety

Murray Darling Association

Friends of the Parks

Water Land and Bio-diversity

Marine Safety Officer.

We will continue our fight to have another Marine Safety Officer in the Lower Murray, every now and then we hear an officer has been appointed but unfortunately it never seems to come to fruition. We have just received a letter from the Minister that the appointment process has started so we will wait and see. 

Erosion problems

Councils along the river are all suffering erosion problems at reserves where vegetation clearance has taken place to beautify the parks and low river levels are making it worse. River banks have been undercut and these continue to collapse into the water creating turbidity and adding to the general decay of the river environment. We don’t have the answer to this, we all love sitting on the grass watching the boats go by and doing a spot of fishing and you cant do this if the bank is nothing but a maze of willow trees. Both Alexandrina and Murray Bridge Councils are testing new equipment to hold the banks in place we watch for a good result from these tests

Reports

We continue to receive lots of reports in particular we are being told that snags and the old river banks are becoming exposed, water ski-ing and wake-boarding can now be quite hazardous, be aware also of exposed pipe work.

Jet Skis

We receive a lot of complaints about jet skis, the jet ski is a fantastic piece of machinery in the right hands, interesting to watch and great fun to drive but if you act like an idiot chances are someone somewhere will report you to Murraywatch!

The recent accident involving two young girls highlighted the need for greater controls over riders of jet skis, we were amazed that the under aged and unlicensed girl injured in the incident when interviewed by the media stated she would do it again! News to date is fines totaling $1800.00 were issued to the owners of the jet skis.

There is already some talk about restricting these craft to certain areas and certain times. It is a pity when the actions of a small number of idiot’s results in changes to the rules, these impact on us all. As an occasional jet-ski rider I do have fun riding them but like to do it away from other river users and I never do “doughnuts” where they interfere with other people or do any damage.

Riverfront development

If you own a piece of waterfront and have built yourself a lovely home looking out over our glorious river we hope you are not intending to plonk tons of sand into the river to create a nice beach for the kids to play on. One- it will not stay there, it will follow the river movement and end up at you neighbours who may not appreciate it and, two- placing sand in the river without planning permission is illegal. 

The EPA and local government are receiving lots of complaints about sand being dumped in the river, blocking water pipes as it moves downstream. Many homes and farms depend on the river as there sole water supply, property owners who allow this to happen can be subjected to legal action.

Water levels

The continuing lack of flow into the Murray Darling system is heralding a period of disaster for the Lower Murray. Restrictions are already in place stopping craft going through the Barrages at Goolwa and unless we see significant increases in flow I am sure we will see a new barrage at Wellington.

Water levels are making sailing across the lakes extremely hazardous and the Wellington Marina lake is safe only for small vessels or canoes and kayaks.

Signs have been put in place near Sunnyside advising of the hazard from the old river banks which have become exposed since levels have dropped, any boat or skier hitting these may suffer bad injury. 

Annual General Meeting

This will be held at 10.30 am at  “Pomberuk” restaurant near the bridges off Sturt Reserve at Murray Bridge on Thursday the 21st of June, the committee is desperate for some new blood. Morning tea provided and join us afterwards for lunch at your own cost, lovely food and Thursday is schnitzel day!

Take care on the river, enjoy all it has to offer but treat it with respect, it is our lifeline without it we cease to exist and South Australia becomes a dust bowl, if you see any problems report them to us. The quiet season is here now so use this time to clean and polish the boat ready for next year. Don’t forget to get that fire extinguisher serviced like you keep meaning to, if your is out of date and so many are you may be told to get your boat out of the water by Marine Safety Officers.

Alan Brown

Secretary Murraywatch

