Muraywatch (Friends of the River) Newsletter May 2005

Membership

Membership numbers remain static; renewals will go out next month to all members when we will again seek your continued support. All of the Lower Murray Councils have again sponsored us and we continue to enjoy good working relationships with all of the government departments we work with, together we can make a difference.

Committee

The committee has grown since last year, we now have representatives from the following organizations on Murraywatch: -

Coorong District Council

Mid Murray District Council

Alexandrina District Council

Rural City of Murray Bridge

Environmental Protection Agency

South Australian Police

Transport SA Marine Safety

Murray Darling Association

Friends of the Parks

Marine Safety Officer.

We will continue to press the powers that be for another marine safety officer in the Lower Murray, if we complain often and loud enough eventually something may happen. Currently three officers operate on the total length of the Murray and the Murray Mouth this is totally inadequate and results in chronic workloads for those inspectors and no patrols at all when they are on leave or doing other duties.

Erosion problems

Councils along the river are all suffering erosion problems at reserves where vegetation clearance has taken place to beautify the parks. River banks are being undercut and eventually these collapse into the water creating turbidity and eventually what goes into the river ends up at the mouth. We don’t have the answer to this, we all love sitting on the grass watching the boats go by and doing a spot of fishing and you cant do this if the bank is nothing but a maze of willow trees.

Most areas where this is occurring is where there are 4 knot zones already in place, improved policing may help.

Reports

We continue to receive lots of reports and these are always passed on to the particular authority for action, most relate to boating offences however we are also receiving more reports about pollution, these reports are now passed straight to our EPA contacts for action. If you see any type of pollution in the river or along the river environs we will forward the complaint to the proper people even in an emergency.

Photographic licences

We continue to strive for photographic boat licences, the Minister of Transport is currently considering this and we are hopeful of an outcome in the near future. The need for these is obvious, drivers use another persons boat licence to hire boats or a jet ski and then drive them with no formal training or knowledge of the rules whatsoever. At least with a photographic licence, perhaps attached as part of your normal driving licence, the hirer will know the person applying actually has a licence 

to drive that vessel and identification of offenders would be easier for police and marine safety officers.

Jet Skis

We receive a lot of complaints about jet skis, the jet ski is a fantastic piece of machinery in the right hands, interesting to watch and great fun to drive but if you act like an idiot chances are someone somewhere will report you to Murraywatch!

There is some talk already about restricting these craft to certain areas and certain times, it is a pity that the actions of a few hoons results in changes to the rules which impact us all, as an occasional jet ski user I do have fun riding them but like to do it away from other river users and I never do “doughnuts” where they interfere with other people or do any damage.

Interstate there are rules being set in place to licence jet ski drivers separately from your boat licence, no doubt this will flow on here and will probably mean some kind of formal training before a licence is issued.

Riverfront development

As farmers leave the riverfront irrigation areas along the river it is exciting to know that alternatives for these areas are already being considered, a number of applications are with the different councils and include marina type developments and rumour has it even a golf course, we look forward to seeing things happen provided at the end of it all the care of the river is foremost.

Annual General Meeting

This will take place at the Local Government Centre, 2 Seventh Street Murray Bridge on the 16th of June at 10.30 am a light lunch will be provided. All positions are vacant and we would welcome some new blood into the committee, positions needing to be filled include President, secretary, treasurer as well as the general committee.

Take care on the river, enjoy all it has to offer but treat it with respect, it is our lifeline without it we cease to exist and South Australia becomes a dust bowl, if you see any problems report them to us. The quiet season is here now so clean and polish the boat ready for next year and don’t forget to get that fire extinguisher serviced like you keep meaning to, if it’s a yellow one get rid of it.

Alan Brown

Secretary Murraywatch

