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Membership

Whilst it was suggested we increase membership fees the committee decided against such a move as it may discourage membership in the future as we all tighten our belts.
We thank the Councils of the Lower Murray for their continued support and welcome representation and assistance from the Department of Transport, energy and Infrastructure for our new signage. 

Low River Levels

The current situation is becoming dire, storage at Dartmouth and Hume dams is only 20% and the snows that we needed so badly only reached one metre, for the River Murray to get any benefit we needed at least two metres.
Water Restrictions

Whilst we have had a little more rain this winter the forecast is for another long hot summer. We are amazed that the current water restrictions are being eased if only slightly as we face yet another drought with less than average rain falls in South Australia. Queensland has far greater restrictions even though they have had flooding, it just makes no sense we are being so complacent. Must we wait until we meet panic levels to start any action.
Boat Ramps

A number of ramps are now closed and care should be taken when using those still in use, be aware that the ramp ends may drop off into deep water. Check with your local council if you have any doubts.
Marine Safety Issues

Marine Safety are undertaking surveys at Goolwa to ensure safe navigation along the channels, new beacons and markers have been installed but still be aware as you navigate shallow waters. 
Reports

Reports have been quiet over the winter period and it has given the Marine Safety Officers a chance to catch up with old reports and identify and mark the many newly exposed hazards along the river. If you are boating and don’t know the area check 
The committee will continue to try to provide guest speakers at meetings, our next speaker will be a representative from SA Water regarding the new legislation covering waste water from vessels, this may be of interest to health officers and the houseboat industry.

Depositing Sand in the River

Everyone wants a nice beach along the river. If you have one it wont last long, chances are it will flow down to your neighbours and clog their pumps and pollute their water. It is illegal to put sand in the river without a permit from your local planning authority and the chances are you could receive a substantial fine if you do so without applying for a permit. 
We are already getting reports of pipe work being damaged and pumps blocked with sand as foot valves become exposed and suck up mud and air, some of these pumps provide water a long distance from the river so the owners don’t know until its too late that their pumps are being fouled.

New signs

We are currently auditing our signs and replacing the many old ones around the reserves, we have altered the wording to “report offences and hazards” to encourage the reporting of anything dangerous so that they can be identified and marked as soon as possible.

Houseboat Parking

As water levels fall more houseboats are being forced into the main stream for mooring, this is being done in an orderly manner and with the approval of the authorities and will only be allowed where road access is available. In areas where the river narrows and houseboats are parked keep your speed down and remember that speed restrictions within 30 metres of other vessels will be applied by Marine Safety Officers if it appears there may be a danger or damage.
The weir
No one seems to know what is going to happen at this time although workings indicate preparations are being made just in case. Our information is that if water levels below lock one drop as low as 1.5 metres below sea level then there is no choice if Adelaide is to have water. Estimates at this time forecast a further drop of 90 centimetres by September 2009, pray it doesn’t happen. Adelaide must be made to harvest water that is currently running into the sea, this would be far better than the proposed desalinization plant. 
Murraywatch meetings

Our meetings are open to the public and we would welcome any new members, our next meeting is at Tailem Bend in the Senior Citizens rooms in Murray Street at the rear of the Coorong Council offices at 10.30am on the 20th of November. This months speaker is from the EPA regarding new legislation for the disposal of waste water from vessels, our meetings usually finish before 1pm.

